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partitioning of the Ottoman Empire Palestine should come under
an international administration.
So far, not a word had been officially said about any special
rights for the Jews. In all the centuries that had elapsed since the
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, there had probably never been
a time when there w^as not a small Jewish community in Palestine;
and pious Jews of the Dispersion had always dreamed of the
restoration, by the will of God, of the Temple and the Kingdom.
In 1799, when Napoleon invaded Palestine from Egypt, he issued a
manifesto to the Jewrs of the world offering them 'the patrimony
of Israel'. Of more practical importance was the sentiment enter-
tained by many British Protestants in the nineteenth century that
the fulfilment of the Scriptures entailed the restoration of the
Jews to Palestine. This view was held by the philanthropist Lord
Shaftesbury, who as a kinsman of the great Palmerston had some
indirect influence on British policy. B oth Russia and France, whose
activities in the Middle East Palmerston regarded with equal sus-
picion, were using the benevolence of Ibrahim Pasha in the iSjo's
to expand their respective Orthodox and Catholic missions in
Palestine; and Palmerston therefore sought the opportunity of
using some other community to offset their influence. In 1838 he
appointed the first British Vice-consul in Jerusalem, and in-
structed him as part of his duties 'to afford protection to the Jews
generally; and you will take an early opportunity of reporting .. .
upon the present state of the Jewish population in Palestine'.
They were found to number some ten thousand souls, nearly all
of them from the Mediterranean countries. In 1840, at the height
of the crisis of the Second Syrian War, Palmerston wrote to the
British Ambassador in Istanbul, It would be of manifest im-
portance for the Sultan to encourage the Jews to return to, and
settle in Palestine; because the wealth which they would bring with
them would increase the resources of the Sultan's dominions; and
the Jewish people, if returning under the sanction and protection
and at the invitation of the Sultan, would be a check upon any
future evil designs of Mohammed Ali or his successor. . .. Bring
these considerations confidentially under the notice of the Turkish
government, and strongly recommend them to hold out every
just encouragement to the Jews of Europe to return to Palestine.'1
This project, however, came to nothing, and there was little
1 cf. A. N, Hyamson, The British Consulate in Jerusalem.